
 

 

        Amendment:  20 
 
Representative Herbkersman proposes the following amendment: 
 

Department of Health & Human Services - DHHS 
 

New: 
 

     33.per.   (DHHS: Personal Emergency Response System)  With funds 

appropriated and authorized to the Department of Health and Human Services 

for fiscal year 2017-2018, the department shall develop one or more Requests 

for Proposals, to provide for Personal Emergency Response Systems (PERS) to 

be issued to Medicaid recipients pursuant to the department’s Medicaid Home 

and Community-based waiver.  The PERS devices must include in addition to 

emergency response services, unlimited twenty-four hour, seven-day a week live 

phone contact with experienced registered nurses for triage services.  A PERS 

nurse triage call center must be accredited and must be separate from the PERS 

emergency response call center.  The PERS device must have a wireless radio 

transmitter and a console that is cellular and does not require a traditional land 

line.  A PERS device that includes nurse triage services also must comply with 

the requirements of Federal Communications Commission rules, 47 C.F.R. Part 

68; and be approved by the Underwriters Laboratory or Equipment Testing 

Laboratories as a health care signaling product.  The Department of Health and 

Human Services shall apply for any waiver necessary under the department’s 

Medicaid Home and Community-based waiver to implement these provisions.  


